
Mitigation Protocols 
based on total new COVID-19 cases in Dakota 
County per 10,000 in the past 14 days

Minimal
 0-9.99

Moderate
10-29.99

Substantial
 30-49.99

High
 >50

Face coverings in school Face coverings strongly recommended indoors for ages 2+ regardless 
of vaccination status

Face coverings are required 
indoors for students ages 2 
through grade 8 regardless 
of vaccination status. Face 
coverings are required indoors 
for all early childhood through 
grade 8 staff, and strongly 
recommended for students and 
staff in 9-12 schools.

Face coverings are required 
indoors for all students age 2 
through grade 12 regardless 
of vaccination status. Face 
coverings are required indoors 
for all District staff and visitors, 
regardless of vaccination 
status.

Face coverings on school buses Required (Currently mandated by the Federal government)

COVID-19 Daily Symptom Check at 
Home

Required

Stay Home When Sick Required

Hand Hygiene Practices Required

Daily Custodial Cleaning Required

Isolation/Quarantine Isolation (5 Days) 
If any student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19 they are required to isolate for 5 days, regardless of vaccination status or symptoms. If 
they are asymptomatic or their symptoms are better (no fever for 24 hours without use of medication) they may return to school/work after 5 days. 
They must wear a mask for the next 5 days to minimize the risk of infecting others, even if the District is at a lower mitigation level.

*Students and staff who are medically exempt or unable to wear a mask or face covering will need to isolate for 10 days rather than returning after 
five days.

Quarantine (5 Days)
If a student or staff member is exposed to someone in their household who has COVID-19, but is not vaccinated or has not completed their vaccine 
series, are required to quarantine at home for 5 days. The student or staff member can return to school/work after 5 days and must wear a mask for 
the next 5 days to minimize the risk of infecting others, even if the District is at a lower mitigation level. It is highly recommended to get tested on 
Day 5 after the exposure. If symptoms occur or the test is positive, the student or staff member should isolate for 5 days.

*Students and staff who are medically exempt or unable to wear a mask or face covering will need to isolate for 10 days rather than returning five 
days after their exposure.

If Exposed While Fully Vaccinated
If a student or staff member is exposed to someone in their household who has COVID-19, but is fully vaccinated to the extent possible for their age 
group (including boosters if eligible) or if they had COVID-19 in the last 90 days, they do not need to quarantine. They can keep going to school/
work but must wear a mask around others for 10 days, even if the District is at a lower mitigation level. It is highly recommended to get tested on 
Day 5 after the exposure. If symptoms occur or the test is positive, the student or staff member should isolate for 5 days.

*Students and staff who are medically exempt or unable to wear a mask or face covering will need to isolate for 10 days rather than continuing to 
come to school after an exposure.

Contact Tracing Families and staff will receive weekly notifications from their school detailing the number of positive COVID-19 cases in their school for that week. 
Each school building will send these notifications by grade level at the elementary level, by teams at the middle school level, by grade level at the 
high school level, and by building (Crystal Lake Education Center) for early childhood education.

Exhibiting COVID-19 Symptoms 
at School

If a student is symptomatic at school, the parent/guardian will be notified to pick up their child. The student will be required to wear a mask while 
waiting in the isolation area. 

COVID-19 Testing COVID-19 testing is strongly recommended if a student/staff member is symptomatic or a household member tests positive or has symptoms. If 
any member of your household is awaiting COVID-19 test results because they are symptomatic or were exposed, they and all members of your 
household must stay home unless one of the following is true: they are fully vaccinated for COVID-19 OR they have evidence of a positive COVID-19 
test in the last 90 days. If your student is awaiting screening test results but are not symptomatic and have no known exposure, they and all members 
of your household may attend school/work.

Vaccination Every Minnesotan ages 5 years and older can now get vaccinated. Visit the MDH website at mn.gov/covid-19 to learn more about the most current 
information about COVID-19 vaccine programs, locations and appointment availability. 

While the COVID-19 vaccination or proof of vaccination is not a requirement for students or staff, the CDC and MDH recommend people 5+ get vac-
cinated. 

Booster shots are now available for school staff as well as adults ages 65+ and other certain at-risk individuals 18+ that previously completed their 
primary series with Pfizer or Moderna at least 6 months ago. MDH also recommends all Minnesotans ages 18+ who got the Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine should get a booster shot at least 2 months after their first dose.

Visitors/Volunteers Non-essential visitors and volunteers are restricted in school buildings and facilities during the school day. All buildings are required to keep a roster 
of essential visitors/volunteers (name, contact information, date, time).

Confirmed COVID-19 cases will continue to be reported to the Minnesota Department of Health.
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